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NEW BOOKS REVIEWED 



The Franco-Prussian War and Its Hidden Causes. By Emile Ol- 
livier. Boston : Little, Brown & Co., 1913. 

The detailed history of a great event as written by a man who helped 
mold it may be as fascinating to the general reader as it is useful to the 
specialist in history. Microscopic in detail such a history no doubt must 
be, by comparison with the history of a nation stretching over ages; but 
in reality it shows men and events in a proportion best adapted to the 
naked eye. Viewed in ordinary human perspective, facts and men become 
alive; things philosophical become things vital. 

It is only in a work of this sort that we enjoy the luxury of reading 
a narrative vibrating with real, not imaginary, interests and emotions, 
having as its plot no novelist's design, but a world-shaking intrigue. 

Of course, it was not primarily for our amusement that M. Emile 
Ollivier wrote The Franco-Prussian War and Its Hidden Causes: he 
designed it to set historic transactions in a true light and to justify his 
conduct as the head of Louis Napoleon's so-called Liberal Ministry, which 
bore the responsibility alike of the effort to secure peace with honor and 
of the apparently inevitable war. But he has written a narrative that 
interests us independently of any desire to determine verdicts or to settle 
mooted points for all time. 

He has written, indeed, with a French clearness and a French vivacity, 
admirably preserved in the English translation — with a passion for ac- 
curacy and a passion for justice that awaken a fine quality of interest 
and predispose the reader in his favor. 

The Leitmotif of the narrative is Bismarck's alleged determination, 
as a means of securing German unification, to force France into a war 
by seating a Hohenzollem prince upon the throne of Spain. Point by 
point, through complicated negotiations, characterizing, criticizing, al- 
ways according credit where credit seems due, M. Ollivier enforces his 
views with Demosthenic clearness. His story has an appeal which the 
defense of a moderate policy may pre-eminently deserve, but seldom 
achieves. 

Is the "principle of nationalities" fundamentally so sacred as M. Ol- 
livier believes? Was the war made inevitable by Bismarck's "slap in 
the face" or was it inevitable for deeper reasons? These are questions 
in which the book does not really concern us. Personally M. Ollivier 
believes that between France and Germany there was no such difference 
of civilization or of destiny as would sooner or later have necessitated 
war. 

However that may be, The Franco - Prussian War ana Its Hidden 
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Causes is wonderfully clear and complete in its setting forth of indi- 
vidual facts and causes. Its lucid definition of opinions, its unequivocal 
statements as to facts and views, give it value alike to the student of 
history and to the general reader. Free from the vanity of personal 
memoirs, it shows individual traits as active forces, revealing the anxie- 
ties, hopes, ambitions, of men engaged in world-affairs. 



The Personality of Napoleon. By J. Holland Rose. New York: 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1913. 

Necessarily quite different in the quality of its interest is The Per- 
sonality of Napoleon, by J. Holland Rose, reader in modem history to 
the University of Cambridge. The book, embodying the Lowell Lectures 
of 1912, pictures Napoleon in eight phases — as Man, as Jacobin, War- 
rior, Lawgiver, Emperor, Thinker, World Ruler, Exile. " The statement 
of a subject is adequate if it is made clear so far as the subject-matter 
permits." This remark of Aristotle's quoted by the author in connection 
with his sixth chapter applies in a measure to his whole work. Not, of 
course, a detailed history of Napoleon's career, the book ventures little 
into theory or speculation upon motives, but traces causes as well as 
human causes can commonly be traced. The personality of Napoleon, 
so far as his resemblance to other men makes him comprehensible, stands 
out from the multiplicity of facts more clearly than we might have ex- 
pected. Putting together the phases of his character as analyzed, we 
get a picture not photographic, but evidently true. Over the difficulties 
of subject and method — the necessity of summarizing, of weighing, and 
judging so elusive a thing as personality — the author measurably tri- 
umphs by virtue of a scholarly incisiveness, a sanity of emphasis, and a 
really eloquent style. What did Napoleon accomplish which a man of 
other personality might have done differently? It is through its effects 
that we may best judge character, rather than by analysis which ends 
in adjectives. "As Emperor he subjected France to a mental rest- 
cure and a strenuous training for the muscles. The change was not un- 
like that which happens to nervous, over-taught youth fresh from the 
lycee and perhaps prone to anarchism, when they come under the drill- 
sergeant for a year or more." In passages like this the advantage of the 
writer's point of view and his effectiveness in availing himself of it are 
obvious. 



The Governments o^' Europ2. By Frederic Austin Ogg. New York : 
The Macmillan Company, 1913. 

History is a record of evolution, and more and more it is felt that a 
knowledge of how the evolutionary process has proceeded in the past 
may help to further and guide it in the future. More and more the 
progress that seemed accidental and instinctive becomes conscious and 
calculated. But the change from the kind of progress that is the result 
of compromise between opposing forces to that which is the result of 
far-seeing design is necessarily slow, and in the study of government 
especially we understand little unless we understand how present systems 
developed in response to human needs, and how a multitude of things 



